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MR. SCROOGE 
TAKES 

MANHATTAN 
The Merchant’s 
House Museum 

honors Christmas 
with a full period 
performance of 

this classic

Arrive on the doorstep of 
the Merchant’s House 

Museum in the heart of 
Manhattan’s East Village 
this December and the 

Ghost of Christmas Past 
will be hot on your heels. 
Through January 5, the 
Merchant’s House will 

host theatrical 
performances of Charles 

Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 
with full period costumes 

and furnishings and 
flickering candlelight. The 

museum showcases 
Manhattan’s merchant 

period of the 1830s, when 
the city’s bustling seaport 

turned it into the 
metropolis we know today. 

Charles Dickens himself 
journeyed across the 

Atlantic and arrived at the 
seaport in 1867 to perform 
A Christmas Carol for a live 
audience. At the Merchant’s 

House, Dickens is deftly 
portrayed by actor John 

Kevin Jones. “It is nothing 
short of magical,” says the 

museum’s executive 
director Margaret Halsey 

Gardiner. The storytelling is 
accompanied by a service of 
mulled wine and Dickensian 
fare including mince pies—a 
Christmas caper fit for the 

queen (Victoria, of course). 
—ANGELA SERRATORE

Actor John Kevin 
Jones reimagines 
Charles Dickens 

performance of A 
Christmas Carol

This hotel really 
elevates the game

A mountaintop cable car station offers luxe stays

16

nestled in the french alps, the ski 
resort of Val-d’Isère has long been a winter 
playground for the jet set. Now, its cable car 
station—France’s oldest—is being turned into 
a boutique-style hotel. Le Refuge de Solaise 
features four private apartments, 16 rooms and 
suites, a 14-bed dormitory and is only 
accessible via ski lift. Built 80 years ago, the 
lift still carries skiers to the 8,369-foot Solaise 

plateau—named after the sun, which shines 
on this Haute-Savoie Alps mountaintop 
longer than anywhere else in Val. For those 
staying at the resort, that means extra sunset 
time to sip martinis or Savoie wine at the bar, 
and an earlier sunrise to carve first tracks 
each morning.
—BARB SLIGL 

lerefuge-valdisere.com/en/
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