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Worried about weather 
conditions this ski 
season? Then head to the 
sprawling, snow-sure 
resort of Val d’Isère 

Peak perfection

S
kiing in the Alps these days  
can be an unpredictable 
experience. While we all dream 
of carving fresh tracks down  
a mountainside covered in flufy, 

soft-as-marshmallow snow, the reality can 
be very diferent.

Lack of decent snowfall, even as late as 
January, is becoming a regular occurrence, 
with many resorts forced to cut short their 
seasons. Then, of course, there are years 
like the last one, when Snowmageddon – 
as it’s now been nicknamed – saw epic 
amounts of the white stuf dumped on the 
Alps just after Christmas, with lifts shut, 
roads blocked and many left stranded.

It’s a real Goldilocks conundrum: when 
and where to go to find those elusive “just 
right” conditions. And in our experience, 
the only way to ensure peace of mind is to 
choose a large resort with a choice of 
diferent ski areas and mountain access.  

Val d’Isère, in France is linked to 
neighbouring Tignes to form the Espace 
Killy – a massive 24,000-acre ski area, 

with 300km of pistes and 96 fast, modern 
lifts – you can always find somewhere to 
ski, even in the most challenging weather. 
At a heady altitude of 1,850m, this resort is 
far more likely to have too much snow 
than too little, though, and its long season 
finishes in May.

WHAT CELEBS MIGHT I SEE?

The Beckhams, Jamie and Jools Oliver, 
Wills and Kate, Pippa Middleton, Louis 
Tomlinson and Hugh Grant are all fans  
of Val d’Isère.

WHERE SHOULD I STAY?

Despite being a haunt of the rich and 
famous – who come as much for its 
world-class slopes as its postcard-pretty 
village peppered with designer boutiques, 
gourmet restaurants and five-star hotels 
– Val d’Isère is afordable if you know 
where to look.

When it comes to accommodation, 
shared chalets are a more wallet-friendly 
option and they are a great way to meet 

other skiers and 
boarders. Last 
season, we  
booked a room  
in lovely Chalet  
La Rocheure  
– one of the 
“five-diamond” 
properties ofered 
by chalet  
specialist  
Ski Total.  
A luxuriously 
renovated former 
farmhouse,  W
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The cosy 
Chalet  

La Rocheure
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La Rocheure has six en-suite rooms over 
three floors and at the basement level 
there’s a sauna for soothing those aches 
and pains after a day on the mountain.

Upstairs, the main open-plan 
living area is dominated by a 
roaring log fire, while a 
dining area with a long table 
– where we all shared tales 
of triumphs and spectacular 
wipeouts over three-course 
evening meals – is set in 
front of huge glass doors. 
The views from here 
towards Val d’Isère village 
( just a seven-minute walk 
away) and the Solaise 
Mountain, rising 
majestically beyond,  
are breathtaking.

While the chalet isn’t 
right in the centre of the 
village, it does ofer a 
handy benefit: it’s beside 
the red Olympic piste, 
meaning you can strap on 
your board or skis in the 
chalet’s boot room in the 
morning and then sail 
straight down to the lifts.

WHERE DO I GO  
FOR LESSONS?
On our first morning, we were 
met by our private guide, Ken 
Smith from Progression Ski, 
whom we had booked before 
we arrived through website 
Ongosa that connects snow-
sports lovers with the best 

instructors and guides in Europe. Because 
of our experience, we opted for guiding 

rather than a lesson, so Ken 
whisked us of up the 
mountain, using his local 
knowledge to seek out 
quieter spots where we 

often had the whole 
piste to ourselves.

WHERE 
SHOULD  
I SKI TO?
Although the 
Espace Killy 
lift pass is 
expensive 
(€294 for six 

days in high 
season for adults) 

compared to the 
one for the Val 
d’Isère valley, it’s 

worth the 
investment, 
particularly for 
intermediate or 
advanced skiers. 
You can cover some 
serious terrain in 
just a few hours.

We skied all the 
way to the village of 
Tignes Les Brevieres, 
where we refuelled 
at cosy Restaurant 
l’Armailly. If the 
weather is fine, you 
can dine on the 
outdoor terrace.

Another highlight during our week-
long stay was skiing over in the Solaise 
area on a clear day, swishing down the 
network of wonderful blue runs, which 
ofer spectacular views towards the 
reservoir. La Gourmandine is the place for 
fondue – a Savoie speciality. 

WHAT ABOUT THE APRÈS SKI?
We toasted our eforts with a drink at 
après-ski spot La Folie Douce at 3pm – a 
famous daytime “nightclub” on the slopes 
where champagne is sprayed and people 
dance on tables.

Val d’Isère’s après-ski scene is 
legendary, with lots of spots to wind  
down – both on the mountain and in the 
village – and our favourite was Cocorico, 
at the foot of the Solaise lift. It’s here that 
we often ended up, a glass of warming  
vin chaud (French mulled wine) in hand 
on the outdoor terrace, dancing in our  
ski boots to rock and pop hits played  
by the band as the sun dipped behind  
the mountain. 

WAY TO GO
Ski Total (skitotal.com/01483 791935) 
ofers seven nights at the luxury platinum 
five-diamond Chalet La Rocheure in Val 
d’Isère from £1,099pp, including catered 
chalet accommodation, flights and 
transfers. Ongosa (0203 176 7063, ongosa.
com) connects snow sport enthusiasts 
with the best local instructors and  
guides; it determines the ability of each 
customer before partnering them with  
a professional. For pre-flight stays, rooms 
at Hilton London Gatwick (01293 518080, 
Hilton.com) start from £84.
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Hit the slopes 
in Val d’Isère 

– like the 
Beckhams 
(below)

TRAVEL

Chalet La Rocheure is 
a seven-minute walk 

from Val d’Isère…    

…where the 
rooms provide 

the perfect 
place to relax 

Val d’Isère in the 
stunning Alps
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